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Abstract. This research explores the impact of integrating popular culture elements such as
music, film, and social media on language acquisition and overall student learning. Through surveys
and questionnaires, the study examines students' perceptions of pop culture's role in their
educational journey. A survey was conducted with 36 pre-service teachers at a private university in
Jakarta to support this research. A descriptive statistical analysis of the data is conducted to identify
trends and patterns in learner experiences.This study argues that popular culture, with its wealth of
authentic materials, can serve as a valuable tool for effective teaching and learning for pre-service
teachers in the EFL context. While recognizing the potential benefits of increased engagement and
cultural understanding, the research also addresses challenges like limited vocabulary exposure
and the need for careful material selection. Ultimately, this study aims to promote the effective
integration of popular culture into EFL Academic Speaking and Writing classrooms by identifying
best practices and addressing the diverse needs of learners. The findings of this study have the
potential to further motivate pre-service teachers to engage in English language teaching and
learning, as well as enhance their communicative and socio-cultural competence.

Keywords: Popular Culture, EFL, Pre-Service Teachers

Introduction

The integration of popular culture into language learning has emerged as a powerful
tool for enhancing language acquisition and cultural understanding. By leveraging music,
films, television shows, and social media, educators can create engaging and culturally
relevant learning experiences. This approach offers numerous benefits, including increased
motivation, improved language skills, and deeper cultural insights.

In an era characterized by rapid technological advancements and global
interconnectedness, the method we employ to educate the next generation must adapt to
meet the ever-evolving needs of our students. Teaching and learning a language pose
significant challenges for pre-service teachers, particularly concerning the contrast between
popular culture and traditional textbook-based approaches. Popular culture's complex
character makes it deeply ingrained in daily life, representing the forefront of broadly
accessible culture communicated through mass media. As Wijirahayu, Dhani, and Ayundhari
(2019) noted, one element of popular culture can influence changes in other elements. It now
plays a pivotal role in various aspects of everyday existence, including entertainment, fashion,
and its potential impact on education and society's knowledge accessibility.
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By tapping into learners' existing interests and cultural references, popular culture can
bridge the gap between formal classroom instruction and informal language learning
experiences. Popular culture offers authentic language input, exposing learners to real-world
language use and cultural nuances. Engaging with familiar and enjoyable cultural products
can significantly boost learners' motivation and create a more enjoyable learning experience.
Analyzing popular culture texts can help learners develop critical thinking skills and a deeper
understanding of different cultures.

In this study, we argue for the crucial role of popular culture's effectiveness in teaching
and learning the English language as a pre-service teacher. Embracing popular culture in
language education can lead to a more engaging and successful learning experience. When
utilizing popular culture in language learning, it is crucial to consider ethical implications, such
as copyright issues (Csomay, E., & Young, R., 2020) and potential cultural biases (Jang, K.,
2020). Additionally, empowering learners to choose their popular culture materials can foster
autonomy and personalization in language learning.

To maximize the benefits of popular culture, teachers need adequate training to
effectively integrate it into their classrooms. This includes developing critical media literacy
skills and understanding how to adapt popular culture materials to different language learning
contexts(Wooten, J., Geerling, W., & Calma, A., 2020).

While the integration of popular culture into language education has been explored in
various studies, this research offers a unique contribution by directly surveying English
language learners; this study provides firsthand insights into their perceptions and
experiences. This approach offers a more authentic and nuanced understanding of the impact
of pop culture on language learning. The study emphasizes the importance of considering
learners' literacy levels when integrating pop culture into language education. By tailoring
instruction to different literacy levels, educators can ensure that all learners can benefit from
this approach. The study delves into the specific ways in which pop culture can enhance
language proficiency and cultural understanding. By analyzing learner perceptions, the
research can identify the key factors that contribute to these positive outcomes. By addressing
these aspects, this study offers a novel perspective on the use of popular culture in language
learning, contributing to the ongoing discourse on effective language teaching methodologies.

By addressing these factors, we can harness the power of popular culture to create
more engaging and effective language learning experiences. How do language learners
perceive the use of popular culture in their language-learning process? What are their attitudes
towards this approach, and how does it impact their motivation and engagement? By exploring
these questions, we can gain valuable insights into the potential of popular culture to
revolutionize language education.

Theoretical Framework

Learning English through pop culture is a dynamic and engaging approach to language
acquisition. It capitalizes on the idea that students are more receptive to learning when
exposed to the language in a fun and relatable context (Wijirahayu et al., 2024).

Popular culture, encompassing music, movies, television shows, and books, provides
a rich environment for language learning. Students can watch movies and TV shows in
English, followed by classroom discussions, fostering both language skills and cultural
understanding (Sindelaf, J., 2022), listen to music in English, analyze the lyrics to expand
vocabulary and grasp word meanings. They can also read books in English and participate in
class discussions, refining their comprehension of the language and its cultural nuances. By
integrating these elements, learning English becomes an enjoyable and effective journey,
fostering language fluency and cultural awareness.

Popular Culture and Language Learning

Popular culture, a pervasive force in contemporary society, offers a rich and engaging
resource for language learning. Defined as a set of shared practices and beliefs that are widely
disseminated through mass media (Rets, 2016), popular culture can be integrated into
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language classrooms to enhance motivation, cultural understanding, and language
proficiency.

Early research (Cheung, 2001) recognized the potential of popular culture in language
education, focusing on specific elements like music, films, games, and technology (Wijirahayu
& Sutiwan, 2023; Visco, 2018; Sherry & Lawrence, 2019; Dewan, Murshed, & Lin, 2019;
Wijirahayu & Roza, 2022). More recent studies have broadened this perspective to explore
the broader implications of popular culture for language teaching (Cheung, 2001).

Pre-service teachers, as future educators, play a crucial role in shaping the next
generation of language learners. Their understanding and willingness to incorporate popular
culture into their teaching practices can significantly impact student engagement and learning
outcomes. However, various factors, including educational systems, teacher preparation
programs, and individual teacher motivation, can influence their adoption of innovative
teaching methods. By understanding the potential benefits of popular culture and addressing
the challenges associated with its integration, pre-service teachers can effectively leverage
this valuable resource to create dynamic and effective language learning environments.

Leveraging Popular Culture for Effective English Language Learning

Popular culture offers a dynamic and engaging approach to learning English. By
incorporating various forms of media into language learning, students can enhance their skills
in multiple areas. Watching movies and TV shows in English improves listening
comprehension (Dilsado, 2024). Reading books, magazines, and other written materials
enhances reading skills. Listening to English music helps improve pronunciation and
vocabulary acquisition. Additionally, interacting with native English speakers on social media
provides opportunities to practice speaking and writing skills in real-world contexts. By
leveraging popular culture, language learners can make the learning process more enjoyable,
effective, and relevant to their interests.

This paper delves into the multifaceted relationship between popular culture and
English language acquisition (Ohmann, R., 2022). It explores various methodologies for
utilizing popular culture as a powerful tool to not only facilitate English learning but also to
cultivate a genuine passion for the language among learners.

The research examines a wide range of popular culture mediums, including music,
film, television, and social media. It analyzes how each medium can be strategically integrated
into language learning activities to create engaging and effective experiences. Additionally,
the paper explores various pedagogical approaches, such as the use of authentic materials
(Chachi, M. R., 2022) and the creation of interactive activities based on current trends.

Some approaches relate to popular culture. Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)
is an approach to language instruction that emphasizes the use of language for real-world
communication. It focuses on developing learners' communicative competence by providing
opportunities to interact in meaningful contexts. CLT is grounded in the belief that language is
a tool for communication, and learning should be purposeful and meaningful (Santos, 2020).
Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) is an approach to language instruction that
emphasizes the use of authentic tasks to promote language learning. This method is rooted
in the belief that language learning is most effective when it is meaningful and purposeful
(Lambert, 2019). Throughout the task, the teacher monitors the student's progress, providing
feedback and guidance as needed. The focus is on the process of completing the task, rather
than on achieving a perfect product. At the end of the task, the teacher can facilitate a class
discussion to review the language used and to identify any areas for further practice (Cutrone,
2024; Makori, 2024). Content-Based Instruction (CBl) is a language teaching approach that
integrates language learning with subject-matter instruction. Instead of teaching language
skills in isolation, CBI uses content from academic subjects such as science, history, or
literature as the vehicle for language learning (Sariani, 2022). By immersing learners in
authentic content, CBI fosters language acquisition in a meaningful and contextualized way.
It helps learners develop both language skills and subject-matter knowledge simultaneously.

305/Vol. 8, No. 2, 2024(303-318)



The Scholars’ Perceptions of Integrating Popular

Suciana Wijirahayu Culture into Academic Speaking and Writing

Advantages of Popular Culture

Popular culture can significantly enhance language learning by making it more
engaging and effective. By incorporating elements of popular culture, such as music, films, TV
shows, and social media, educators can create dynamic and culturally relevant learning
experiences.

One of the primary advantages of using popular culture in language learning is its
ability to increase learner engagement. By tapping into learners' interests and preferences,
educators can foster motivation and enthusiasm, leading to a more positive learning
experience (Leyn, T., Wolf, R., Abeele, M., & Marez, L., 2021; Dietrich, N., Jimenez, M., Souto,
M., Harrison, A., Coudret, C., & Olmos, E., 2021).

Popular culture provides authentic language input, exposing learners to real-world
language use and cultural nuances. This exposure can significantly improve learners'
language skills, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Leyn, T., Wolf, R., Abeele,
M., & Marez, L., 2021; Labuschagne, V., & Burger, E., 2022).

By exploring popular culture, learners can gain valuable insights into the culture of
English-speaking countries. This can help them develop cultural awareness and intercultural
competence, fostering a deeper understanding of different cultures and perspectives.

Some pop culture content may be unsuitable for language learners, particularly
younger learners, due to explicit language or themes. To mitigate the disadvantages, it is
crucial to carefully select and curate pop culture materials, providing guidance and support to
learners as they engage with these resources. By combining the advantages of pop culture
with effective teaching strategies, educators can create engaging and effective language
learning experiences.

Material and Method

This research delves into the integration of popular culture into English language

learning classrooms. By examining the evolution of language teaching methodologies and the
increasing role of pop culture. Through this comprehensive exploration, the research seeks to
provide valuable insights into the potential and challenges associated with pop culture
integration, ultimately informing future pedagogical practices.
This study employed a descriptive quantitative research approach, utilizing surveys or
guestionnaires to collect data from English language learners who have used pop culture to
learn English. This method allows for the collection of numerical data that can be statistically
analyzed to identify trends and patterns in learner experiences. By analyzing this data, the
study aims to gain a deeper understanding of the impact of pop culture on English language
learning. The potential indicators of the survey instrument are the frequency of Pop Culture
consumption, perceived effectiveness of Pop Culture in language learning, motivation and
engagement, challenges and limitations, and teacher preparedness and training.

Data for this study was collected through a 10-item survey questionnaire. This
guestionnaire was designed to assess pre-service teachers' perceptions of incorporating
popular culture into English language teaching and learning. Participants were selected from
a class on Public Speaking and Scientific Writing in English education at a private university
in Jakarta. A total of 36 pre-service teachers participated in the study.

The survey covered a range of topics, including The definition and characteristics of
popular culture. The representation of popular culture in classroom materials. Pre-service
teachers' awareness of the benefits of using popular culture. Specific activities based on
popular culture materials. The survey aimed to gain insights into pre-service teachers'
perspectives on integrating popular culture into English language instruction.

Results and Discussion
Positive Impact of Pop Culture on Learning English
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The research findings demonstrate a strong interest in pop culture integration for
learning English, with over 58% of learners finding it particularly appealing in public speaking
classes. Students report that pop culture makes the learning process more engaging and
enjoyable, leading to increased motivation and active class participation. This resonates with
the concept that integrating relevant interests and daily life experiences into learning materials
can significantly boost student motivation (Lee et al., 2017).

I am familiar with the term of "Popular Culture"

13,50% 9% 10,80%

M Strongly Agree  H Agree M Neutral

i Disagree H Strongly Disagree

Figure 1
Students’ understanding of Pop Culture

The study also highlights the diverse perspectives on the definition of pop culture.
Some pre-service teachers view it as encompassing "new ways, patterns, and systems of
cultural experiences, trends, entertainment, and social media," suggesting a dynamic and
ever-evolving nature heavily influenced by contemporary trends and media. Interestingly, a
few participants associated pop culture primarily with "globalization, western culture, and
mainstream media."

This highlights the need for educators to consider the varying viewpoints on pop culture
within their student population. By incorporating a diverse range of pop culture materials that
cater to these varied definitions and interests, teachers can create a more inclusive and
engaging learning environment.

A significant portion of respondents (27.8%) expressed neutrality towards the concept
of popular culture, suggesting a limited understanding or familiarity with the term. Additionally,
13.9% of respondents admitted to being unfamiliar with the concept altogether. The
participants' definitions of popular culture varied. Some viewed it as a dynamic and ever-
evolving phenomenon encompassing "new ways, patterns, and systems of cultural
experiences, trends, entertainment, and social media." This perspective highlights the broad
scope of popular culture and its constant adaptation to changing societal trends.

Others associated popular culture with "globalization, technology, Western culture, and
mainstream media." This perspective emphasizes the global reach and influence of popular
culture, particularly Western cultural products and trends. Understanding these diverse
perspectives is crucial for effectively integrating popular culture into language teaching
practices. By acknowledging the varying levels of familiarity and understanding, educators can
tailor their approach to meet the needs and interests of their students. The survey results
suggest a widespread recognition of the concept of popular culture among the participants. It
expressed interest in utilizing pop culture for language learning, highlighting its prevalence
and familiarity (Wijirahayu et.al, 2024). This establishes a baseline understanding of the
concept, allowing us to delve deeper into the participants' specific perspectives on its definition
and application in language learning.

The Role of Pop Culture in English Language Teaching
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The integration of popular culture into classroom activities is crucial for effective
English language teaching. The survey results indicate that a significant majority of
respondents (58.3%) agree, with 8.3% strongly agreeing that popular culture can be effectively
incorporated into classroom materials. This suggests a widespread recognition of its potential
to enhance language learning. This investigates the learners' past exposure to pop culture
integration within their English language learning. The survey results indicate a positive
perception of using popular culture in the classroom This also suggests a widespread
recognition of the potential benefits of using popular culture to enhance learning experiences.

While 36.1% of respondents remained neutral, the overall trend indicates a positive
sentiment toward the integration of popular culture in education. This indicates a need for
comprehensive training and guidance for educators to effectively utilize popular culture in their
classrooms. By providing teachers with the necessary tools and strategies, we can maximize
the benefits of pop culture while mitigating potential challenges.

This aligns with the increasing recognition of popular culture's influence on
contemporary society and its potential to engage learners. Pop culture is considered an
effective tool for language learning due to its relevance to learners' lives, particularly for
younger generations. By incorporating pop culture elements into English language instruction,
teachers can create more engaging and relatable learning environments, boosting student
motivation and interest (Stratton, 2019).

Furthermore, pop culture offers authentic language exposure, cultural insights, and
opportunities for critical thinking, all of which are essential for language acquisition. These
findings align with other research demonstrating the positive impact of pop culture on language
learning outcomes. Students in this study who engage with pop culture in their language
learning often exhibit increased motivation and active class participation.

2. "Popular Culture” may have representative in classroom materials. IO saiin

36 jawaban

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neutral
@ Agree
@ Strongly agree

Name an example of pop culture that can help teacher to teach English I_D Salin
36 jawaban
3
3 Bh%)
2 I
1 (RIS AEZIN212(2,8% (2 R(ZIE(Z ISR R(ZIE(ZIE(R 2(I1E2 RZIE(ZIER R(ZI(ZIER RN RIS R(ZIEZIE2 1228
1
0
Arts/images/refer... Movie can help te. Using trendy son. i have no idea the tv show "Frie...  watching movie,...
Kahoot.id, Instagr. One example of. With lagu daerah popular movie/m using clipsasaf..
Figure 2

Perceptions of Popular Culture in the Classroom

The relevance of the materials to their interests and daily lives fuels their desire to
learn. They believe that elements such as movies, songs, games, social media, and
technology can enhance the learning process. This aligns with previous research (Wijirahayu
& Sutiwan, 2023; Visco, 2018; Sherry & Lawrence, 2019; Dewan, Murshed, & Lin, 2019;
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Wijirahayu & Roza, 2022; Ata & Yildinm, 2019) that has highlighted the effectiveness of
integrating specific aspects of popular culture into language instruction.

The Importance of Pop Culture Integration

It explored the learners' belief in the overall value of pop culture as a learning tool. The
survey results reveal a strong endorsement for integrating popular culture into English
language learning. A sizable majority (80%) of respondents agreed, with 20% indicating strong
agreement. This highlights a clear consensus that popular culture is a valuable tool in the
educational process.

3. | believe it is important to integrate “Popular Culture” when teaching and learning
English.

35 jawaban

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neutral
@ Agree
@ Strongly agree

—

Figure 3
The Importance of Pop Culture Integration in English Teaching and Learning

This positive sentiment stems from the recognition of popular culture's relevance and
influence on learners' lives, particularly younger generations. By incorporating pop culture
elements like movies, songs, games, and social media, teachers can create engaging and
relatable learning environments. This fosters student motivation and interest in learning
English (Stratton et al., 2019). Additionally, pop culture provides authentic language exposure,
cultural insights, and opportunities for critical thinking, all crucial aspects of effective language
acquisition.

The relatively small percentage (14.3%) remaining neutral suggests that the value of
pop culture integration is generally well-accepted. This positive sentiment aligns with the
growing body of research supporting the effectiveness of this approach.

Learner Perceptions of Pop Culture's Impact on Language Learning

The survey results overwhelmingly support the integration of popular culture into
English language learning, with 86.1% of respondents agreeing. This strong endorsement
suggests that learners recognize the positive impact of pop culture on their language
acquisition. By incorporating elements of popular culture, such as music, movies, and social
media, learners are exposed to authentic language use, cultural nuances, and real-world
contexts. This can enhance motivation, engagement, and overall language proficiency.

To effectively integrate popular culture into academic discourse, it is crucial to consider
the literacy levels of learners. As Ata and Yildirim (2019) argue, learners with varying levels
of literacy may require different pedagogical approaches to fully engage with popular culture
texts. By tailoring instruction to the specific needs of learners, educators can help students
develop the critical thinking and analytical skills necessary to critically analyze and evaluate
popular culture.
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4. Using “Popular Culture” produce a positive impact in teaching and learning English
language.

36 jawaban

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

¥ Neutral

® Agree

@ Strongly agree

Figure 4
Perceived Impact of Pop Culture

The relatively low percentage of respondents (11.1%) remaining neutral suggests that
the value of using popular culture in English language instruction is widely recognized and
accepted. This positive sentiment underscores the potential of pop culture to transform
language learning into a more enjoyable and effective experience.

Sustaining Language Learning with Pop Culture

The survey results indicate that learners have a strong interest in continuing to use pop
culture materials for their future language learning. This suggests that the positive impact of
pop culture on language acquisition can be sustained beyond the classroom.

5. | am interested to Integrate certain products of popular culture such as songs, films,
or technology in the future teaching and learning English language.

36 jawaban

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

® Agree

@ Strongly agree

Figure 5
Support for Pop Culture Integration

The survey results indicate strong support for integrating popular culture resources into
English language teaching and learning. A significant majority (86.1%) of respondents agree
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or strongly agree with this approach. This positive sentiment highlights the potential benefits
of using popular culture to enhance language acquisition.

By incorporating elements like songs, films, and technology, educators can create
more engaging and relevant learning experiences. This can boost student motivation and
interest, making language learning more enjoyable. Additionally, popular culture provides
authentic language exposure and cultural insights, fostering a deeper understanding of the
target language and culture.

The relatively low percentage of respondents (11.1%) remaining neutral suggests a
general acceptance of this approach. This positive outlook supports the notion that popular
culture can be a valuable tool in the English language classroom. Online discussion forums
have emerged as a valuable tool for facilitating student interaction and engagement. Wilton &
Brett (2020) provides a comprehensive overview of the theoretical foundations and practical
applications of this pedagogical approach. By carefully designing and moderating online
discussions, instructors can create opportunities for students to share ideas, ask questions,
and develop critical thinking skills.

The Power of Pop Culture in Language Learning

The survey results provide valuable insights into learners' perceptions of the benefits
of integrating pop culture into language learning. The overwhelming majority of respondents
(91.7%) expressed agreement or strong agreement, indicating a clear understanding of the
potential advantages. By incorporating elements of popular culture, learners can benefit from
increased motivation, enhanced language skills, and a deeper cultural understanding. It
results overwhelmingly support the integration of popular culture materials into English
language teaching and learning and highlight the widespread recognition of the potential
benefits of this approach.

The quality of pre-service teacher education programs has a significant impact on the
quality of teaching and learning in schools. Zein (2019) highlights the need for policy reforms
to improve the preparation of primary school English teachers in Indonesia. By addressing the
challenges faced by pre-service teachers, policymakers can contribute to the development of
a more effective and equitable education system.

6. There are benefits to integrate “Popular Culture” materials in teaching and learning
English.

36 jawaban

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neutral
@® Agree
@ Strongly agree

Figure 6
Understanding of Pop Culture Benefits

This positive sentiment aligns with growing research that demonstrates the
effectiveness of using popular culture in educational settings. By incorporating elements of
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popular culture, such as music, movies, and social media, teachers can create engaging and
relevant learning experiences. The concept of habitus, as proposed by Pierre Bourdieu, offers
a valuable lens for understanding the complex interplay of social, cultural, and personal factors
that shape teachers' pedagogical practices. Makori (2024) explores how habitus influences
the way pre-service science teachers approach teaching and learning. By recognizing the role
of habitus, teacher educators can develop innovative approaches to prepare pre-service
teachers for the challenges and opportunities of contemporary science education. This fosters
student motivation, enhances language acquisition, and promotes cultural understanding.

The relatively low percentage of respondents (8.3%) remaining neutral suggests that
the value of using popular culture in English language instruction is widely accepted. This
positive outlook underscores the growing recognition of pop culture's influence on modern
society and its potential to enrich the learning experience.

The Connection Between Pop Culture and Daily Life

The survey also explored learners' perceptions of the link between pop culture and
daily life and its relevance to language learning. By understanding how learners connect pop
culture to their personal experiences, educators can tailor their teaching strategies to create
more meaningful and engaging learning experiences. The results indicate a moderate level of
agreement regarding the importance of popular culture in English language teaching and
learning. While 52.8% of respondents agree with this statement, a significant portion (30.6%)
remains neutral, suggesting a nuanced perspective. However, a notable 13.9% strongly
agree, highlighting the potential benefits of integrating popular culture into language
instruction.

7. Popular culture is essential part of everyday life, especially when it comes to
teaching and learning English.

36 jawaban

@ Strongly disagree
@ Dizagree
Neutral
® Agree
@ Strongly agree

Figure 7
Connection to Daily Life

Popular culture can undoubtedly influence everyday life, particularly for younger
generations. By incorporating elements of popular culture into language learning, educators
can create more engaging and relevant learning experiences. This can lead to increased
motivation, enhanced language acquisition, and a deeper understanding of cultural nuances.

However, it is important to approach the integration of popular culture with care and
consideration. Not all popular cultural materials are suitable for educational purposes.
Educators must carefully select materials that are aligned with learning objectives, are
culturally sensitive, and promote positive values. To facilitate active learning and critical
thinking, educators can employ strategies that put students in the game. As Sherry and
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Lawrence (2019) argue, experiential learning approaches can enhance student engagement
and motivation. By providing opportunities for students to apply their knowledge and skills in
real-world contexts, educators can help them develop deeper understanding and critical
thinking abilities. Additionally, providing guidance and support to students is essential to help
them critically analyze and interpret popular culture messages.

The neutral responses from a significant portion of respondents highlight the need for
a balanced approach. While popular culture can be a powerful tool for language learning, it
should be used judiciously and integrated into the curriculum in a meaningful way. By carefully
considering the potential benefits and challenges, educators can effectively leverage popular
culture to enhance language learning outcomes.

Learner Perceptions of Pop Culture-Based Activities

The survey results provide valuable insights into learners' perceptions of the
effectiveness of specific activities based on popular culture materials. By understanding how
learners experience these activities, educators can tailor their instruction to maximize
engagement and learning outcomes. It indicates a moderate level of support for the
effectiveness of popular culture-based activities in the English language classroom. A majority
of respondents (69.5%) expressed agreement or strong agreement, highlighting the potential
benefits of this approach.

8. Specific activities based on popular culture materials may have usefulness in
classroom.

36 jawaban

@ Strongly disagree
@ Dizagree
Neutral
@® Agree
@ Strongly agree

‘

Figure 8
The Impact of Pop Culture-Based Activities

This positive sentiment aligns with research that demonstrates the effectiveness of
using popular culture materials in education. By incorporating elements of pop culture,
teachers can create engaging and relevant learning experiences, motivating students and
fostering language acquisition.

However, it is important to acknowledge that the success of these activities depends
on careful planning and implementation. Educators must select appropriate materials, provide
clear instructions, and offer support to ensure that students can fully benefit from these
activities.

The neutral stance of 25% of respondents may reflect a need for more specific
guidance on how to effectively integrate popular culture into language instruction. Their
findings suggest that while teachers recognize the importance of culture, they often encounter
difficulties in effectively incorporating it into their lessons. The integration of culture into EFL
classrooms has been a topic of much discussion and debate. Baltaci & Tanis (2018) explored
the perceptions and challenges faced by pre-service and in-service English teachers in this

313/Vol. 8, No. 2, 2024(303-318)



The Scholars’ Perceptions of Integrating Popular

Suciana Wijirahayu Culture into Academic Speaking and Writing

regard. By providing practical examples and strategies, educators can overcome potential
challenges and maximize the benefits of pop culture-based activities.

Learner Autonomy and Pop Culture

The survey also assessed learners' comfort level in independently using pop culture
materials for their learning. This information provides insights into the extent to which learners
can take ownership of their language learning and utilize pop culture resources effectively.
The results overwhelmingly support the use of popular culture materials for learning English.
A significant majority (83.3%) of respondents expressed agreement or strong agreement,
demonstrating a strong belief in the effectiveness of this approach.

9. | am comfortable to use “Popular Culture” when learning English language.
36 jawaban

@ Strongly disagree
@ Dizagree
Neutral
® Agree
@ Strongly agree

Figure 9
Comfort Level with Pop Culture

This widespread endorsement aligns with the growing recognition of popular culture's
influence on language learning. By incorporating elements such as songs, movies, and social
media, educators can create engaging and relevant learning experiences. This fosters
motivation, enhances language acquisition, and provides cultural insights.

The relatively low percentage of respondents (13.9%) remaining neutral suggests that
the use of popular culture in English language learning is generally well-accepted and
considered a valuable approach (Cutrone, 2024).

Challenging and Promoting Pop Culture in Language Teaching

The survey results highlight learners' awareness of the potential benefits of integrating
pop culture into language learning. By incorporating elements of popular culture, learners can
enhance their language skills, cultural understanding, and overall learning experience. This
aligns with the growing recognition of pop culture as a valuable tool for language education. It
strongly supports the integration of popular culture into language classrooms. A significant
majority of respondents (75%) express agreement or strong agreement, dispelling stereotypes
about the value of pop culture in education.

By incorporating popular culture elements like songs, movies, and social media,
teachers can create engaging and relevant learning experiences. These materials can
motivate students, enhance their language skills, and foster critical thinking. Music can be a
powerful tool for engaging students and enhancing their learning experiences. Viscom (2018)
explores the use of music to connect curriculum and improve literary analysis skills. By
incorporating music into lessons, educators can create a more dynamic and engaging learning
environment that motivates students and helps them develop a deeper understanding of the
text.
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10. It is essential to dispel the stereotype and raise awareness of Pre-service teachers’
concerning the advantages of using “Popular Culture” in teaching and learning
language in classroom.

36 jawaban

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
Neutral
@ Agree
@ Strongly agree

\-

Figure 10
Awareness of Advantages

However, it's crucial to select and use pop culture materials thoughtfully. Teachers
should align them with specific learning objectives, consider age appropriateness, and guide
students to critically analyze the messages conveyed. By doing so, educators can harness
the power of popular culture to create dynamic and effective language learning environments.

Conclusion

This research underscores the potential of popular culture to significantly enhance
English language teaching and learning. By integrating elements of popular culture, such as
music, movies, and social media, educators can create more engaging and relevant learning
experiences. This approach can foster student motivation, enhance language acquisition, and
promote cultural understanding. The findings of this study provide valuable insights into
learners’' perceptions of using popular culture in their language learning journey. The
overwhelming majority of respondents expressed positive attitudes toward the integration of
pop culture into language instruction. They recognized the potential of popular culture to
enhance motivation, engagement, and language acquisition. This suggests that pre-service
teachers value the role of popular culture in language education. However, it is essential to
provide adequate training and support to equip educators with the necessary skills to
effectively integrate popular culture into their teaching practices. By addressing potential
challenges, such as selecting appropriate materials and designing meaningful activities,
teachers can maximize the benefits of this approach. Learners highlighted the following
benefits of using pop culture. (1) Pop culture can make language learning more enjoyable and
relevant to learners' interests. (2) Exposure to authentic language through pop culture can
improve listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. (3) Pop culture provides insights into
different cultures and helps learners develop intercultural competence. (4) Analyzing pop
culture texts can foster critical thinking and problem-solving skills. However, it is important to
note that the effectiveness of using pop culture in language learning depends on careful
selection and integration of materials. Teachers should consider factors such as age-
appropriateness, cultural sensitivity, and specific learning objectives. By thoughtfully
incorporating pop culture into language instruction, educators can create more engaging and
effective learning experiences. Future research should explore the long-term impact of using
popular culture on language learning outcomes. Additionally, further investigation is needed
to examine the specific strategies and techniques that are most effective in different contexts
and with diverse learners. By building on the insights gained from this study, educators can
continue to innovate and improve language teaching practices.

315/Vol. 8, No. 2, 2024(303-318)



The Scholars’ Perceptions of Integrating Popular

Suciana Wijirahayu Culture into Academic Speaking and Writing

Acknowledgment

This research was funded by a grant from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research,
and Technology of Indonesia 105/E5/PG.02.00.PL/2024, 812/LL3/AL.04/2024,
110/F.03.07/2024.

References

Ata, R., & Yildinm, K. (2019). Exploring Turkish pre-service teachers’ perceptions and views
of digital literacy. Education Sciences, 9(1), 40.

Baltaci, H. S., & Tanis, S. (2018). The Place of Culture in EFL Classes: Perceptions and
Challenges of Pre-Service and In-Service English Teachers. Online Submission, 6(2),
260-272.

Cheung, C. K. (2001). The use of popular culture as a stimulus to motivate secondary students'
English learning in Hong Kong. ELT Journal, 55(1), 55-61.

Dewan, M., Murshed, M., & Lin, F. (2019). Engagement detection in online learning: a
review. Smart Learning Environments, 6(1), 1-20.

Cutrone, P., & Beh, S. (2024). The effects of Task-Based instruction on Japanese EFL
learners’ communicative confidence and willingness to communicate. International
Journal of TESOL Studies. https://doi.org/10.58304/ijts.20240102.

Chachi, M. R. (2022). A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfiiment of the Requirements for a
Master Degree in Applied Language Studies EFL Teachers’ Awareness: Bridging the
Gap Between the Target Culture Aspects and the Pedagogical Techniques for Culture
Instruction. https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.28004.76162.

Csomay, E., & Young, R. (2020). Language use in pop culture over three decades: A
diachronic keyword analysis of Star Trek dialogues. International Journal of Corpus
Linguistics, 26. https://doi.org/10.1075/ijcl.00037.cso.

Dietrich, N., Jimenez, M., Souto, M., Harrison, A., Coudret, C., & Olmos, E. (2021). Using Pop-
Culture to Engage Students in the Classroom. Journal of Chemical Education, 98.
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.jchemed.0c00233

Dilsado, A. (2024). Teaching English as A Foreign Language. International Journal of
Pedagogics, 4, 55-57. https://doi.org/10.37547/ijp/Volume04Issue01-11.

Gajdos, S. M., & Korpa$, O. L. (2019). Popular Culture in the Classroom: the Art of Having
Fun and Learning. Memoduyku Buduyu, 10(10), 227.
https://doi.org/10.19090/mv.2019.10.211-227.

Gertner, R. K. (2019). The impact of cultural appropriation on destination image, tourism, and
hospitality. Thunderbird International Business Review, 61(6), 873-
877. https://doi.org/10.1002/tie.22068.

Jang, K. (2020). Creating the sacred places of pop culture in the age of mobility: fan
pilgrimages and authenticity through performance. Journal of Tourism and Cultural
Change, 18, 42-57. https://doi.org/10.1080/14766825.2020.1707463

Lambert, C. (2019). Chapter 6 : Educational Perspectives on Task-Based Language Teaching
1.

Lee, S., Song, H., Lee, C.-K., & Petrick, J. F. (2017). An Integrated Model of Pop Culture Fans’
Travel Decision-Making Processes. Journal of Travel Research, 57(5), 687—-701.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0047287517708619

Leyn, T., Wolf, R., Abeele, M., & Marez, L. (2021). In-between child’s play and teenage pop
culture: tweens, TikTok & privacy. Journal of Youth Studies, 25, 1-18.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2021.1939286.

Labuschagne, V., & Burger, E. (2022). Understanding the Travel Motivations of Pop Culture
Fans. Enlightening Tourism. A Pathmaking Journal, 12, 243-271.
https://doi.org/10.33776/et.v12i1.5464

Makori, H. K. (2024). Teaching as enactment of habitus: Preparing preservice science
teachers for new ways of teaching science. https://doi.org/10.31274/td-20240329-727

316/Vol. 8, No. 2, 2024(303-318)


https://doi.org/10.58304/ijts.20240102
https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.28004.76162.
https://doi.org/10.1075/ijcl.00037.cso
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.jchemed.0c00233
https://doi.org/10.37547/ijp/Volume04Issue01-11
https://doi.org/10.1002/tie.22068.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14766825.2020.1707463
https://doi.org/10.1177/0047287517708619
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2021.1939286.
https://doi.org/10.33776/et.v12i1.5464
https://doi.org/10.31274/td-20240329-727

The Scholars’ Perceptions of Integrating Popular

Suciana Wijirahayu Culture into Academic Speaking and Writing

Ohmann, R. (2022). Teaching Note: Reading the Romance; Women, Patriarchy, and Popular
Literature. Radical Teacher, 123, 26—27. https://doi.org/10.5195/rt.2022.1039.

Santos, L. M. D. (2020). The discussion of Communicative Language Teaching approach in
language Classrooms. Journal of Education and e-Learning Research, 7(2), 104—
109. https://doi.org/10.20448/journal.509.2020.72.104.109.

Sariani, Sariani & Yaningsih, Yaningsih & Rozi, Fazrol. (2022). Implementing Content-Based
Instruction on EFL Student's Writing through Technology-Enhanced Language
Teaching. Education Quarterly Reviews. 5. 174-184. 10.31014/aior.1993.05.01.429.

Sherry, M. B., & Lawrence, A. M. (2019). Put Me in the Game. The English Journal, 108(6),
69-76.

Sindelat, J. (2022). Playing through to Europe? Depiction and Reception of the First World
War in the Videogame Valiant Hearts. Journal of Contemporary European Studies, 32,
1-14. https://doi.org/10.1080/14782804.2022.2097206)

Sugihartati, R. (2017). Youth fans of global popular culture: Between prosumer and free digital
laborer. Journal of Consumer Culture, 20(3), 305-323.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1469540517736522.

Stratton, G. (2019). Wrongful Conviction, Pop Culture, and Achieving Justice in the Digital
Age: International and  Multidisciplinary  Perspectives  (pp.  177-201).
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-04912-6_8.

Viscom, W. (2018). School of Rock: Using Music to Engage Students, Connect Curriculum
and Enhance Literary Analysis. English in Texas, 48(2), 8-10. Wijirahayu, S., Dhani, E.
R., & Ayundhari, V. L. (2019). Pemahaman Lintas Budaya Mahasiswa Pendidikan
Bahasa Inggris. In Prosiding Kolokium Doktor Dan Seminar Hasil Penelitian Hibah (Vol.
1, No. 1).

Wilton, L., & Brett, C. (Eds.). (2020). Handbook of research on online discussion-based
teaching methods. IGI Global.

Wijirahayu, S., Priyatmoko, H., & Hadianti, S. (2019). Critical, Logical & Creative Thinking in
a Reflective Classroom Practices. IJET (Indonesian Journal of English Teaching), 8(1),
33-40.

Wijirahayu, S., & Roza, E. (2022). DESIGNING CHATBOTS FOR DIGITAL BOOKS AT
SABAH COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTER.

Wijirahayu, S., & Sutiwan, A. S. (2023). A Habitual Action of Listening to Songs in a Writing
Class. JELITA: Journal of Education, Language Innovation, and Applied
Linguistics, 2(1), 12-21.

Wijirahayu, S., Perdhana, D. L., & Syaepurohman, P. (2024). High School Students ’
Perception and Strategies in Corporations YouTube Video for Learning Vocabulary.
Atlantis Press, Icnsse 2023. https://doi.org/10.2991/978-2-38476-242-2

Wooten, J., Geerling, W., & Calma, A. (2020). Diversifying the Use of Pop Culture in the
Classroom: Using K-pop to Teach Principles of Economics. SSRN Electronic Journal.
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3732471

Zein, S. (2019). Pre-service education for primary school English teachers in Indonesia: Policy
implications. In Teachers’ Perceptions, Experience and Learning (pp. 118-133).
Routledge.

317/Vol. 8, No. 2, 2024(303-318)


https://doi.org/10.5195/rt.2022.1039
https://doi.org/10.20448/journal.509.2020.72.104.109
https://doi.org/10.1080/14782804.2022.2097206)
https://doi.org/10.2991/978-2-38476-242-2
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3732471

