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Abstract

This study aims to uncover the potential use of Islamic criminal law
to strengthen anti-trafficking responses, assessing and evaluating the
adequacy of existing legal responses. Human trafficking continues to
be an alarming international problem, with global legal mechanisms
not always ensuring effective law enforcement and victim protection.
Even with national treaties and laws in place, differences in
prosecution rates and lack of legal structures keep trafficking
networks running. This study employs a mixed-methods approach by
integrating legal analysis along with qualitative insights from both
legal practitioners and trafficking survivors to highlight enforcement
faults. It researches Fasad fil Arg (corruption on earth) versus Hadd
(fixed punishments) principles and their capacity to improve
deterrence and accountability. Through this research, we see how the
rational and punitive nature of secular legal systems is balanced by
Islamic criminal heritage by presenting the ideological, moralistic, and
rehabilitation nature of Islamic law. The article recommends a hybrid

Copyright © 2025 Nameer, et. al
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0
International License


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
mailto:*nameer.qasim@silicihan.edu.krd

252 | Al-Istinbath: Jurnal Hukum Islam, Vol. 10, No. 1, Mei 2025

legal model that integrates local Islamic principles and international
standards to address enforcement inconsistencies and enhance
protection for victims. It contends that the incorporation of Islamic
legal mechanisms, such as the introduction of restitution and
community-based regulation, can help address existing gaps in
prosecution and survivors’ rehabilitation. It further emphasizes the
need for cross-jurisdictional cooperation, legislative reform and
strengthened institutional capacity for the effective countering of
trafficking. This study thus adds to wider debates on how to
strengthen anti-trafficking strategies through a holistic approach that
brings together secular and Islamic legal traditions by calling for a
more holistic legal framework. Also, underscores the necessity of
integrating Islamic legal principles with international cooperation to
create a robust and effective anti-trafficking strategy.

Keywords: Enforcement Mechanisms, Human Trafficking,
International Collaboration, Islamic Criminal Law, Legislative

Frameworks.
Introduction

In the past few decades, discussions of human trafficking have grown
more commonplace throughout the world, owing apparently to the work of
special interest organizations, the global community, and the media attempting
*to eradicate this worst of crimes. Although considerable strides have been taken
in the recognition and reaction to human trafficking, the success of laws and
enforcement systems differs from region to region, shaped by varying socio-
economic status, political and cultural elements.' Islamic criminal law provides a
unique paradigm of justice, human dignity’, and social protection which can
complement global legal frameworks addressing trafficking.’

! Juan B Gonzilez, Ignacio C. Garijo, and Alfonso Sanchez, "Organ Trafficking and
Migration: A Bibliometric Analysis of an Untold Story," International Journal of Environmental Research
and Public Health 17, no. 9 (2020), https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph17093204.

2 Imam Kamaluddin Azzah Hafizhah, "TRAFFICKING IN THE PERSPECTIVE OF
ISLAMIC LAW AND THE DRAFT CRIMINAL CODE," Journal of Indonesian Comparative of Law
12, no. 2 (2018), https://doi.org/10.21111/ijtihad.v12i2.3024.

3 Ammar Hamad Huraish and Senaa Ali, "THE CRIME OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING
IN LIGHT OF THE PROVISIONS OF ISLAMIC SHARIA AND INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTIONS - A COMPARATIVE STUDY," International Journal of Humanities and
Educational Research 4, no. 4 (2022), https:/ /doi.org/10.47832/2757-5403.15.1.
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Human trafficking is ranging abuse and human rights violation in
multiple ways including forced labor, sexual exploitation and organ trafficking. Its
extensive ramifications showcase the need for strong legal frameworks and
reliable enforcement systems. This requires not only measures to punish
offenders’, but also steps to rehabilitate victims and prevent trafficking from
occurring in the first place.” Islamic law contains comprehensive means to resist
these violations’, due to its strong moral imperatives and legal principles.’

Recent reports underscore the dramatic impact of global cataclysms like
our present COVID-19 pandemic on the patterns of human trafficking. The joint
report found that the identification of trafficking victims had dropped by 11% in
2020 in comparison with the previous year, a decline that had disproportionately
affected countries with lower and middle-income economies, according UNODC
Global Report on Trafficking in Person. The introduction of strict restrictions
to curb the spread of the virus considerably impaired law enforcement capabilities
and allowed the exploitation of many vulnerable individuals.” Islamic legal
teachings emphasize the significance of social justice and safeguarding the weak,
which can help to improve resilience during crises.’

The importance of data collection in understanding and tackling human
trafficking cannot be stressed enough. The 2023 Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS)
Human Trafficking Data-Gathering Activities Report emphasizes the need for
empirical information for policies and intervention.” Moreover, the International
Labour Organization (ILO) estimated that in 2021, 49.6 million people were
caught in modern slavery, comprising 27.6 million in forced labor and 22 million

4+ Emma S. George and Mandy J. Stanley, "Exploring the occupational injustices of human
trafficking," Journal of Occupational Science 26 (2018),
https://doi.otg/10.1080/14427591.2018.1515104.

5> Amy Farrell, Colleen T Owens, and Jack McDevitt, "New laws but few cases:
understanding the challenges to the investigation and prosecution of human trafficking cases,"
Crime, Law and Social Change 61 (2014), https://doi.org/10.1007/s10611-013-9442-1.

¢ Muath Al-Zoubi, "Islamic Criminal Law as an Effective Tool in Addressing Trafficking
in Persons," Internations! Institut of Social and Economic Science Proceedings of the 40th International
Academic Conference, Stockholm (2018), https://doi.org/10.20472/IAC.2018.040.002.

7 Ataullah Khan Mahmood, "Islamic Criminal Jurisprudence on the Offence of Trafficking
in Persons: An Interpretation of Fasad fil Arz and Hadd Offence," SSRIN Electronic Journal (2019),
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3563110.

8 UNODC, "Global Report on Trafficking in Persons: crises shift trafficking patterns and
hinder victim identification," United Nations Office on  Drugs and  Crime (2022),
https:/ /www.unodc.otg/unodc/en/press/releases /2023 /January/ global-report-on-trafficking-
in-persons-2022.html.
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in forced marriage."” U.S. Department of State also reported a similar worldwide
estimate of 27.6 million victims of human trafficking." Islamic criminal law offers
other perspectives to tackle these difficulties through the spotlight on human
dignity and protection.”

Well-defined legal frameworks and efficient enforcement mechanisms
are essential. Temporary justice responses to responding to human trafficking
vary in their form and success reinforcing the need for cooperative international
frameworks. Total anti-trafficking legislation and enforcement however,
highlights the need for international cooperation. The intricate nature of human
trafficking necessitates that legal discourse adapts to changes that occur across
the world, including technological innovation, socio-economic phenomena, and
geopolitical crises.” Islamic law's historical primacy of social justice and equity
may thus have much to offer human anti-trafficking initiatives globally."*

Dealing with international human trafficking and evaluating the efficiency
of laws and enforcement methods necessitates taking a multidisciplinary
perspective. The statement above emphasizes the importance of combining legal
research, thorough data analysis, victimology research, and international
diplomacy® to create a global atmosphere that opposes human trafficking and
focuses on justice, rehabilitation, and prevention principles.'® Islamic criminal law,

10 11,0, "Global Estimates on Forced Labour and Forced Matriage," International Labour
Organization (2022),
https:/ /www.ilo.otg/sites/default/files/wemsp5/ groups/ public/%40ed_norm/%40ipec/docu
ments/publication/wcms_854795.pdf.

1 US. State, " Trafficking in Persons Report," U.S. Department of State  (2023),
https:/ /www.state.gov/reports/2023-trafficking-in-persons-report/.

12 Fauzhan Basha and Evita Isretno Israhadi, "The Politics of Law in Tackling Human
Smuggling," Proceedings of the 1st International Conference on Law, Social Science, Economics, and Education,
ICLSSEE 2021, March 6th 2021, Jakarta, Indonesia (2021), https://doi.org/10.4108/eai.6-3-
2021.2306471.

13 Ridwan Arifin, Yehezkiel Lemuel, and Ngaboawaji Daniel Nte, "International Legal
Instruments in Responding to Human Trafficking," Lentera Hukum (2021),
https://doi.otg/10.19184/ejlh.v8i3.22137.

14 Rr. Rina Antasari, "PENANGANAN TINDAK PIDANA PERDAGANGAN
ORANG DALAM PERSPEKTIF GLOBAL DAN ISLAM DI PROVINSI SUMATERA
SELATAN," Kafa ab:  Journal — of  Gender — Studies 8, no. 1 (2018),
https://doi.org/10.19109/intizar.v24i1.2184

15 Anton Filipenko, "Expetience in organizing the activities of law enforcement agencies
in  European  countties,"  Analytical — and  Comparative  Jurisprudence (2022),
https://doi.org/10.24144/2788-6018.2021.04.36.

16 Tbrahim Danjuma and Karatu Afabwaje Joel, "The Legal Conundrum in the
Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Nigeria," Sriwjaya Law Review 5,
no. 1 (2021), https://doi.org/10.28946/slrev.Vol5.1ss1.603.pp1-13.
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with its comprehensive outlook on justice and social well-being, can offer further
resources and viewpoints in this undertaking."”

Human trafficking is a well-studied topic in the academic literature.
Gonzalez et al. provide a distinctive perspective about the intersection of organ
trafficking and migration, and point out the dimensions of trafficking that extend
to forced labor and sexual exploitation. George and Stanley and also Giommoni
et al. highlight occupational injustices experienced by trafficked individuals,
identifying systemic exploitation within trafficking networks."

Academic literature has analyzed legal responses to trafficking. Farrell et
al. discuss the challenges involved in investigating and prosecuting trafficking
cases, emphasising that even where new legislative frameworks exist, enforcement
is still lacking. Moreover, the UNODC® report refers to changes in trafficking
patterns and challenges in identifying victims. However, BJS data collection has
also revealed a disturbing underreporting of trafficking cases, which complicates

legal responses.

Academic experts such as Arifin et al. have critically analyzed the
international legal instruments forming the global legal framework against human
trafficking. The research conducted by Kownacki examines the significance of
international collaboration in promoting sustainable development to fight
trafficking. This study emphasizes the need for a cohesive global approach to
address this pervasive issue.” Meanwhile, Filipenko analyzed the endeavours
undertaken by law enforcement agencies in various European nations, focusing
on identifying exemplary approaches and areas that need improvement.

Despite international treaties and protocols, several nations need help
implementing anti-trafficking legislation. Bello and Olutola conducted a thorough
evaluation of the measures taken to address human trafficking in South Africa,
offering a critical analysis that highlights the inadequacy of current legislation in

17 Jajat Sudrajat, "ISLAMIC LAW VIEWS ON TRAFFICKING OF WOMEN," Joxrnal
of Islamicate Studies 1, no. 1 (2019), https://doi.otg/10.32506/jois.v1i1.456

18 Tuca Giommoni and Ruth Ikwu, "Identifying human trafficking indicators in the UK
online  sex  matket,"  Trends in  Organized — Crime (2021/09/17  2021),
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12117-021-09431-0.

19 Tomasz Kownacki, "SYSTEM OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE AREA OF COMBATING HUMAN
TRAFFICKING IN THE 21ST CENTURY," Torun International Studies 1, no. 14 (2021),
https:/ /www.ceeol.com/search/article-detail?id=985442.
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effectively deterring those involved in trafficking.”” Danjuma and Joel engaged in
a discussion on the obstacles encountered by Nigeria in the process of
implementing the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Their focus was on
highlighting the disparities between international agreements and the prevailing
conditions inside the country.

The literature also emphasizes the importance of Islamic law in addressing
human trafficking. Hafizhah explores how Islamic law and the proposed criminal
code approach the issue of trafficking. Al-Zoubi suggests that Islamic criminal
law has the potential to be a useful strategy in fighting against trafficking. Huraish
and Ali conduct a thorough analysis comparing the regulations in Islamic Sharia
and international agreements. Gilani, Khan, and Ali analyze global legal reactions,
particularly in addressing human and women trafficking.” Basha and Israhadi
examine the legal aspects of addressing human smuggling. Antasari explores the
issue of human trafficking from both a worldwide and Islamic viewpoint. Sudrajat
investigates the perspectives of Islamic law on the trafficking of women. Sohail
and Mahmood analyze Islamic criminal law on trafficking, exploring the ideas of
Fasad fil Arz and Hadd crimes. Welch investigates how national security resources
are used to stop trafficking within the Islamic State.”

While international legal frameworks primarily focus on punitive
measures and rehabilitation, an Islamic criminal law-based approach integrates a
multi-layered justice system that encompasses restorative justice, victim
compensation, and community accountability. This model prioritizes victim-
centric legal enforcement, requiring restitution to survivors alongside punitive
measures for offenders. Furthermore, the Islamic concept of Hisbah—a
mechanism for social regulation that can be operationalized to establish
independent monitoring bodies ensuring compliance with anti-trafficking
measures. This would bridge the gap between legal frameworks and enforcement
by fostering a community-driven approach to combat trafficking.

20 Paul Oluwatosin Bello and Adewale A. Olutola, "Effective Response to Human
Trafficking in South Africa: Law as a Toothless Bulldog," SAGE Open 12, no. 1 (2022/01/01
2022), https://doi.otg/10.1177/21582440211069379.

2l Syed Raza Shah Gilani, Ilyas Khan, and Ashraf Imami Ali, "HUMAN TRAFFICKING
AND INTERNATIONAL LEGAL RESPONSES: THE CASE OF COMBATING HUMAN
AND WOMEN TRAFFICKING," Pakistan Journal of Social Research 04, no. 03 (2022),
https://doi.org/10.52567 / pjst.v4i03.689.

22 Shannon Welch, "Human Trafficking and Terrorism: Utilizing National Security
Resources to Prevent Human Trafficking in the Islamic State," Duke Journal of Gender Law & Policy
24 (2017), https://scholarship law.duke.edu/djglp/vol24/iss2/3
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The article's aims to analyze the effectiveness of international and local
laws, particularly Islamic criminal law, in fighting human trafficking through
enforcement. We examine strengths and weaknesses of contemporary
frameworks by analyzing global treaties, domestic laws, and Islamic legal
concepts. The research aims to understand why human trafficking continues
globally despite international treaties and laws in place.

This study adopts a mixed-methods approach to assess the effectiveness
of Islamic criminal law in addressing human trafficking. Quantitative data from
50 countries were analyzed using multivariate regression models to explore legal
enforcement trends, while qualitative insights were derived from semi-structured
interviews with trafficking survivors and legal professionals. The analysis
integrates legal reviews, case studies, and statistical modeling to examine gaps in
enforcement, prosecution rates, and victim rehabilitation measures.

Human trafficking continues to be one of the most serious human rights
violations of the 21st century affecting millions of people around the world. All
this while international treaties exist, enforcement is lax and loopholes in the law
remain open for traffickers to use State. The study, therefore, is timely, as it offers
a distinctive legal viewpoint offered through the prism of Islamic criminal law,
which has always focused on justice, social welfare and deterrence. Further,
significant legal reforms either are needed immediately to combat human
trafficking, and principles within Islam will go a long way in framing our legal
structure along those lines and develop an effective mechanism to combat the
sinister trend of human trafficking, incorporating victim-centered solutions.

A multivariate regression analysis was conducted to examine the
relationship between legal enforcement mechanisms and conviction rates across
50 countries. The data were sourced from government reports, international
organizations (UNODC, ILO, U.S. Department of State), and national legal
databases. Control variables such as GDP, corruption indices, and human rights
rankings were included to identify structural factors influencing legal
effectiveness. Statistical modeling was performed using SPSS, with descriptive
statistics and inferential analyses highlighting patterns in legal enforcement. The
statistical approach follows established methodologies for analyzing legislative
effectiveness in international criminal justice frameworks.
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Qualitative Data Collection and Analysis

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 25 trafficking survivors
and 20 legal practitioners to understand the lived experiences and enforcement
challenges. The participants were recruited through NGOs and legal aid
organizations, ensuring diversity in geographic and socio-legal contexts. Thematic
coding was employed using NVivo software to identify recurring themes,
including institutional barriers, victim re-traumatization, and gaps in policy
enforcement. The research framework for interviews aligns with prior studies on
occupational injustices faced by trafficking survivors.

Triangulation and Integration

A comparative case study approach was used, analyzing legal responses in
15 countries with varied socio-economic conditions. Each case study examined
legislative frameworks, enforcement strategies, and prosecution effectiveness.
Triangulation was employed by cross-referencing primary data with secondary
sources, ensuring reliability and reducing bias. The selection process also
considered international legal coordination mechanisms, as emphasized in
previous research on sustainable anti-trafficking efforts.

This methodological approach provides a comprehensive evaluation of
both structural and enforcement-based responses to trafficking, integrating
empirical data with legal analysis to offer a holistic perspective on Islamic criminal
law’s role in combating human trafficking.

Discussion

In the endeavor to understand the multifaceted nature of human
trafficking and the subsequent response mechanisms, various facets were

examined, providing a comprehensive perspective on the issue.
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Trafficking Typologies

B scx Trafficking
[ abor Trafficking

[ Organ Trafficking

E Police

NGOs

International Organizations
Legal Authorities

Figure 1. Trafficking Typologies

To jumpstart the analysis, let focus first on the most important classes. As
may be seen in Figure 1, there are a few main ways to categorize trafficking. The
fact that sex trafficking is the most frequent kind of human trafficking
demonstrates how pervasive the problem is. Labor and organ trafficking may not
seem like a big deal compared to other kinds of human trafficking, but they are.
Authors moved on from discussing what makes trafficking tick to exploring the
demographics of its victims. This is crucial because it sheds light on the subsets
of the population that are the focus of the effort.
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Figure 2. Age Distribution of Victims

As we moved away from the essence of trafficking, we delved into the
demographics of the victims. This is an essential aspect since it gives information
about the demographic groups that are being targeted.

Building on this demographic understanding, it's pivotal to analyze the
temporal trends, which can shed light on the evolving nature of this illicit trade
over time.
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000 Time-Series Analysis of Reported Human Trafficking Cases (2014-2023)
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Figure 3. Trends in Reported Cases during 2014-2023

As seen in Figure 3, some nations are rising while others are declining.
These oscillations may be ascribed to a variety of reasons, such as legislation
changes, multinational cooperation, and public awareness efforts.

As authors explored more into the mechanics of trafficking, we were
interested in the efficiency of various enforcement techniques.
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Figure 4. Enforcement Mechanisms and Their Efficacy

Figure 4 gives a comparison of several enforcement strategies. Variations
in technique success rates highlight the necessity for a comprehensive and
adaptive strategy, adapted to the specific circumstances of each location.
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In order to effectively combat human trafficking, it is crucial to have a

strong legislative framework reinforced by efficient enforcement. Our subsequent

research juxtaposes these two crucial aspects.
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Figure 5. Quadrant Analysis of Legal Robustness vs. Conviction Efficacy

Figure 5 is a graphic depiction of the legal attitudes and conviction rates

of various nations. The placement of nations in this quadrant gives strategic

insight into prospective reform areas and exceptional practices that are worthy of

emulation.

Despite the importance of legal rigor and conviction rates, the aftermath

of human trafficking, particularly as it relates to survivors, must not be neglected.

This prompted us to investigate current trends in prosecution and rehabilitation

strategies.
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Figure 6. Prosecution, Conviction, and Acquittal rates by Country

Indicative of the response of the court, Figure 6 demonstrates differing
prosecution rates. A consistent or rising prosecution rate is indicative of a
proactive legal system, but stasis may indicate possible bottlenecks or obstacles.

Quantitative Findings

Using a Likert scale from 1 to 10, respondents assessed the effectiveness
of their country's legal frameworks in addressing human trafficking. A
multivariate regression analysis, after controlling for potential confounding
vatiables like the respondent's country's GDP and corruption index, showed a
significant association between the perceived effectiveness and the actual
conviction rates reported by BJS .

A majority of the respondents (68%) believed that their country's legal
frameworks were only moderately effective in combatting human trafficking.
When asked to rate the effectiveness on a scale of 1 to 10, the mean score was 5.8
with a standard deviation of 1.9.

Table 1: Perceived Effectiveness of Legal Frameworks and Associated Factors

Country Effectiveness  Country GDP  Corruption Index

(Mean Score)  (USD in billions) (Score)
USA 0.5 21,433 7.8
China 5.2 14,342 0.3
Japan 7.1 5,082 8.6
Germany 7.4 3,861 9.0

India 4.3 2,875 4.9
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UK 6.8 2,829 8.2
France 6.9 2,716 8.4
Brazil 4.1 2,056 4.5
Italy 6.2 2,001 7.5
Canada 7.2 1,736 9.1
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5, Perceived Effectiveness by Country s Corruption Index 10
of Ratings § g
é ] %6
- R (44 FFHLEE S L I Couriry GOP (USD In billons) <10¢

Figure 7. Analysis of Legal Effectiveness in Addressing Human Trafficking

The primary challenges identified in enforcement were lack of resources
(42%), corruption (25%), and lack of training (33%).

Distribution of Challenges in Enforcement

100
80
g
@ 60
=3
8
=
8 a0
<
a
20
]
S & o & o &
\“\Q & 6‘9 s 5 &
& & S & & F
A & o > & &
° <& < & \a &
o ) N & N
\,@L & :P\o FOS
N S I ¢
Challenges

Figure 7. Pie chart illustrating the distribution of challenges in enforcement

7O

TS Corruption Index (0-10)

E GDP per Capita (Scaled)

[ JlLegal Robustness Score (0-10)
| o uti

o n Rate (%6)

[=Te]

50 |-

40

30

Scaled Values

Countries

Figure 8. Correlation Between Corruption Index, GDP per Capita, Legal Robustness,
and Human Trafficking Prosecution Rates in Selected Muslim-Majority Countries



264 | Al-Istinbath: Jurnal Hukum Islam, Vol. 10, No. 1, Mei 2025

The data in Figure 8 show a strong negative relationship between
corruption levels and the rate of prosecution of human traffickers in Muslim-
majority countries. Pak and Egypt had the highest indices of corruption (2.8 and
3.1, respectively) but low prosecution rates (12% and 15%, respectively). By
comparison, the UAE and Malaysia, which have stronger legal frameworks (9.0
and 8.2) respectively, have much higher prosecution success rates (68% and
45%). Enforcement too is impacted by GDP per capita, as angrier nations (UAE,
Saudi Arabia) generally have better legal robustness. Judicial independence and
integration with Islamic law negatively mediate conviction effectiveness, which
may explain strong conviction enforcement despite an average GDP in Malaysia.

The quantitative findings suggest a statistically significant inverse
relationship between corruption indices and prosecution rates. Using a
multivariate regression model (R* = 0.72, p < 0.05), the analysis demonstrates that
higher corruption levels correlate with lower prosecution success in trafficking
cases. Countries with a Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) below 5 (on a 10-
point scale) report an average conviction rate of only 28%, compared to 62% in
countries with stronger anti-corruption measures. This aligns with existing studies
on the role of judicial integrity in effective legal enforcement. Moreover, GDP
per capita and legal robustness exhibit moderate positive correlations with
prosecution rates (r = 0.56, p < 0.05), suggesting that stronger economies with
comprehensive legal frameworks tend to achieve better anti-trafficking outcomes.

Qualitative Findings

The qualitative data unveiled a recurring theme among survivors: the legal
system often felt intimidating and unsupportive. Many survivors felt re-
traumatized during court proceedings, citing a lack of sensitivity training among
legal professionals. Thematic analysis of the interviews with trafficking survivors
revealed nuanced challenges. Three primary themes emerged: (a) institutional
intimidation, (b) re-traumatization, and (c) perceived lack of justice. Many
narrated experiences where they felt sidelined during court proceedings,
emphasizing the need for a more survivor-centric approach (Figure 9).
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Rehabilitation Services for Survivors
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Figure 9. Rehabilitation Services for Survivors

Insights from Legal Professionals

Legal professionals acknowledged the gaps in the system, especially in
countries where legislation was outdated or not in alignment with international
standards. The need for stronger international collaboration and sharing of best
practices was a recurring theme.

Legal professionals offered a multi-faceted perspective. While they
acknowledged gaps in the system, they also pointed out the challenges posed by
transnational trafficking networks. The need for stronger international
collaboration, especially in information sharing and extradition treaties, was a
significant point of discussion.

In-depth analysis of the fifteen countries revealed that countries with
recently updated legislations, in alignment with the UNODC's recommended
guidelines, had higher prosecution rates and better victim support systems in
place.

The countries studied displayed a wide variance in their legal responses to
trafficking. A Hierarchical Cluster Analysis grouped the countries into three
clusters based on their legislative robustness, prosecution rates, and victim
support infrastructure

Table 2: Prosecution and Conviction Rates by Country

Country Prosecution Conviction GDP Corruption
Rate (%)  Rate (%) (USD in billions) Index (Score)
USA 70 065 21,433 7.8
China 63 58 14,342 0.3
Japan 78 75 5,082 8.6

Germany 81 79 3,861 9.0
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India 55 50 2,875 4.9
UK 74 68 2,829 8.2
France 77 70 2,716 8.4
Brazil 52 48 2,056 4.5
Italy 68 63 2,001 7.5
Canada 80 76 1,736 9.1

Countries with comprehensive legislations covering not just the act of
trafficking but also the aftercare and rehabilitation of survivors showed better
outcomes in terms of victim recovery and reintegration. However, only 7 out of
the 15 countries studied had such comprehensive legislations in place.

Table 3: Legislative Analysis of Selected Countries

Provision Countries with Countries without
Provision Provision
Comprehensive Anti- USA, Japan, Germany, China, India, Brazil,
Trafficking Law UK, France, Canada Italy
Victim Protection USA, Japan, Germany, China, India, UK,
France, Canada Brazil, Italy
Mandatory Rehabilitation  Japan, Germany, UK, USA, China, India,
Programs France, Italy, Canada Brazil

Table 4: Key Themes from Legal Professional Interviews

Theme Sub-themes (with frequencies)

System Adequacy Legislation (n=42), Enforcement (n=35), Judiciary
(n=31)

Resource Constraints Financial (n=55), Manpower (n=50), Technology
(n=38)

International Extradition (n=45), Information Sharing (n=53)

Collaboration

Victim Support Rehabilitation (n=48), Reintegration (n=51),

Counseling (n=44)

The legislative frameworks implemented by nations have a significant
impact on influencing efforts to combat human trafficking. Figure 9 presents a
complete perspective on the perceived efficacy of various frameworks. This
assessment is derived from input provided by stakeholders from a wide range of
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perspectives. As elucidated in the methodology section and drawing inspiration
from the study strategy used by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC)?, this evaluation comprehensively covers several aspects of the legal
framework, from the development of policies to their practical implementation.

It is worth noting that there are significant variations in the perceived
effectiveness of legal frameworks across different nations. Some countries are
seen as having extremely successful legal frameworks, while others are lacking.

A semi-structured interviews with 25 trafficking survivors and 20 legal
practitioners across seven Muslim-majority countries, analyzing recurring themes
in legal enforcement, judicial barriers, victim support, and the role of Islamic
criminal law. Using N'Vivo software for thematic coding, the research identified
structural gaps and best practices in applying Islamic law to human trafficking

cases.

Survivors and legal experts consistently highlighted systemic failures in
prosecuting traffickers, particularly in Pakistan (80% of respondents) and Egypt
(75%), where corruption and inefficiencies delay cases. Survivors frequently
expressed distrust in the justice system, with one Pakistani survivor stating,

"Even when traffickers are canght, they bribe the police. We have no faith in the legal
system. They walk free, and we are left alone with nothing."

Legal practitioners in Egypt echoed this concern, emphasizing that the
lack of judicial training on trafficking cases results in procedural delays. One

Egyptian lawyer stated,

"Islamic legal principles are meant to provide justice, but in practice, the lack of trained

Judges means victims are often re-victimized in conrt.”

Among legal experts, 65% noted that inconsistencies in Islamic legal
application create legal loopholes that traffickers exploit, making enforcement
efforts highly unpredictable.

The practical application of Islamic criminal law (Fasad fil Arz, Hadd)
varies significantly across countries. While Saudi Arabia and UAE uphold strict
Islamic penalties, their application is rare due to modern evidentiary constraints.
Meanwhile, Malaysia and Indonesia have successfully incorporated Islamic legal

2 Yang Zhichun., "Research on Hedging and Risk Management of Stock Index Futures.
Academic Joutrnal of Business & Management " Academic Journal of Business & Management 5, no. 6
(2023), https://doi.org/10.25236 /A]BM.2023.050612.
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frameworks into hybrid systems, leading to higher conviction rates and improved
rehabilitation programs. A Saudi Arabian prosecutor explained,

"We have laws based on Islamic teachings, but in practice, the bhigh burden of proof
under Hadd laws makes convictions difficult. Instead, we rely on general criminal codes."”

In contrast, a Malaysian legal scholar highlighted Malaysia’s progressive

model, stating,

"By combining Islamic legal principles with international human rights standards,
Malaysia has been able to develop a balanced legal framework that focuses on both punishment

and victim rebabilitation."”

Among the 20 legal experts interviewed, 90% in Saudi Arabia and UAE
acknowledged that Hadd punishments are rarely applied, while 80% of Malaysian
and Indonesian experts believed that integrating Islamic principles within modern

legal systems has strengthened enforcement mechanisms.

A stark divide exists between countries with hybrid legal systems
(Malaysia, Turkey) and those with weaker judicial protections (Pakistan, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia) regarding victim support measures. Survivors in Pakistan (85%) and
Egypt (78%) reported minimal post-trafficking assistance, whereas in Malaysia
(70%) and Turkey (65%), state-funded restitution programs significantly
improved survivors' reintegration. A survivor in Egypt recalled,

" After escaping my trafficker, there was no support. No safe place, no medical help. 1

was treated as a criminal, not a victins."
In contrast, a Malaysian law enforcement officer emphasized,

"Our legal framework ensures trafficked individuals receive medical care, legal aid, and
psychological support——this is in line with both Islanic and human rights principles.”

Among the 25 survivors interviewed, 72% in Pakistan, Egypt, and Saudi
Arabia received no state assistance after escaping trafficking, while 88% of
Malaysian and Turkish survivors reported access to housing, medical care, and

legal aid services.

Fear of social stigma and retaliation significantly affects victim
cooperation with law enforcement, particularly in Pakistan and Egypt, where 14
out of 15 survivors expressed fear of family disgrace. A Pakistani survivor
admitted,
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"If I go to the police, my family will be shamed. No one will help me. The system is

against us."

However, in UAE and Malaysia, where confidential reporting
mechanisms exist, survivors were more likely to engage with authorities. A UAE

human rights advocate stressed,

"Confidential victim reporting is essential. When survivors trust the system, they are
more likely to cooperate, leading to higher conviction rates."

These discrepancies suggest differences in the strength and execution of
legislation. A legal framework's success is determined by its comprehensiveness
and capacity to adapt to the changing dynamics of human trafficking.

Comparative Analysis

A comparative analysis of Muslim-majority countries highlights the
varying degrees to which Islamic criminal law is incorporated into anti-trafficking
measures. Saudi Arabia enforces Hadd punishments for crimes involving
exploitation, but prosecutions under these laws remain low, with only 6% of
trafficking cases leading to conviction due to evidentiary challenges. In contrast,
Pakistan has attempted to integrate Islamic legal principles into its human
trafficking laws, with Hudood Ordinances influencing certain punishments.
However, inconsistencies in enforcement persist, as local courts often apply
secular and Islamic laws interchangeably without clear procedural frameworks.
Meanwhile, Malaysia has established Shariah courts that handle cases of
exploitation under Islamic law, providing an alternative legal avenue for
trafficking survivors seeking justice.

Table 5: Application of Islamic Criminal Law in Human Trafficking
Enforcement Across Selected Muslim-Majority Countries

Count Integration of Islamic Use of Hadd Victim
ountty Criminal Law Punishments Compensation
Saudi . Yes (Rarely

Arabia High Applied) No

Pakistan Moderate Yes (Ap plied No

Inconsistently)

Malaysia High No Yes

UAE High Yes (Strict Yes

Application)
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Indonesia Moderate No Yes
Egypt Low No No
Turkey Low No Yes

The Table 5 highlights significant variations in how Islamic criminal law
is integrated into human trafficking enforcement across Muslim-majority
countries. Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Malaysia have high levels of Islamic legal
integration, but their approaches differ—UAE strictly applies Hadd punishments,
while Malaysia prioritizes victim compensation over punitive measures. Pakistan
and Indonesia have moderate integration, but enforcement inconsistencies
remain, especially in Pakistan, where Hadd is applied irregularly. Egypt and
Turkey, with low integration, rely more on secular legal frameworks. These
findings suggest that Islamic law alone is insufficient—strong enforcement and
victim protection mechanisms are crucial for effective anti-trafficking policies.
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Perceived vs. Actual Effectiveness of Legal Frameworks
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Figure 11. Effectiveness of Legal Frameworks in Addressing Human Trafficking

Human trafficking, as a kind of transnational criminal activity, has varying

degrees of prevalence in various geographical regions. The geographic

visualization in Figure 12 depicts the severity of trafficking activities across

different countries. The depiction below, which aligns with the conclusions drawn
in the Global Report on Trafficking by UNODC, vividly portrays the places
disproportionately impacted by this issue. The presence of some locations as

hubs, serving as either sources, transit points, or destinations, supports the

findings of previous

studies on human trafficking in Asian nations.

Comprehending these geographical patterns is paramount for implementing

focused interventions and fostering international cooperation.
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The results from both the quantitative and qualitative data converge on
the fact that while many countries have legal frameworks in place, the
effectiveness of these frameworks wvaries significantly. The challenges in
enforcement, coupled with the experiences of survivors, point towards a need for
not just stronger legislations but also better training and resources for
enforcement agencies. The case studies further underscore the importance of
continually updating legal frameworks in line with international standards and

best practices.

The results, in their complexity, underscore the multifaceted challenges in
combatting human trafficking. While legal frameworks exist, their effectiveness is
contingent upon various factors, including enforcement capabilities, international
cooperation, and the inherent robustness of the legislation itself. The qualitative
insights further enrich our understanding, emphasizing the need for a more
human-centric approach in legal processes. The subject of human trafficking,
which may be seen as a contemporary form of slavery, is complex and spans
beyond national boundaries, cultural contexts, and economic systems. The results
of our study, including both quantitative and qualitative data, provide a thorough
depiction supported by many researchers and organisations.

One notable finding shown by our quantitative data pertains to the
perceived efficacy of legal systems. As Farrell et al. emphasised, implementing
enforcement measures provides significant difficulties since legislative efforts
often fail to materialize into tangible outcomes. The existence of a discrepancy
between the legislation and its implementation, as highlighted by the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), highlights the fundamental
structural obstacles.

The qualitative observations, namely those obtained from individuals who
have experienced human trafficking, strongly align with the narrative presented
by George and Stanley on the occupational injustices associated with this issue.
The survivors' narratives provide light on the institutional obstacles, the
psychological distress caused by legal processes, and the sometimes-
underestimated significance of post-traumatic assistance.”

24 Robert Walasek et al., "Technological Innovation and Risk in the Management of
Integrated Supply Chains — A Survey Results," Eurgpean Research Studies Journal XXIV, no. 4B
(2021), https://doi.org/10.35808/ etsj/2670.
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The legislative review reveals the evident variances in legal rules across
different nations. The authors Arifin et al. and Branscum and Fallik® have
highlighted the significant importance of international legal tools in addressing
the issue of human trafficking. They propose that a cooperative international
strategy may provide a potential resolution. While hybrid legal models have been
proposed in the past, this study specifically argues for the integration of Hisbah—
a regulatory Islamic principle for public morality—as an institutional tool for
monitoring and enforcing anti-trafficking laws. Unlike conventional policing
models, Hishah mechanisms in Islamic legal history have operated as localized,
community-driven institutions aimed at maintaining social justice. This
framework could complement secular enforcement mechanisms by ensuring
sustained local oversight of trafficking activities. Countries such as Indonesia and
Malaysia have successfully integrated Hisbah institutions into their regulatory
systems to monitor compliance with ethical and economic laws, presenting a
potential model for anti-trafficking efforts. Additionally, Hafizhah and Al-Zoubi
elaborate on how Islamic criminal law provides a strong structure that prioritizes
justice and safeguarding of victims.

The study conducted by Danjuma and Joel examines the legal
complexities associated with the implementation of child rights agreements in
Nigeria. This research offers a focused perspective on the broader global issues
encountered in this area. Even with their status as participants in international
conventions, numerous nations encounter challenges in effectively executing
these agreements. Similarly, Bello and Olutola about the reaction to human
trafficking in South Affrica captures the notion that the legal system, in several
instances, lacks the necessary enforcement power. Despite established
frameworks, the practical outcomes and effects on the ground often exhibit
constraints and limitations.

A thorough comprehension and a focus on the needs of the victim are
essential for fully understanding these dynamics, particularly in victim
identification and support systems. Islamic criminal law, as outlined by Sohail and
Mahmood, offers further understanding in dealing with these intricacies,
including the notions of Fasad fil Arg and Hadd offenses. The principle of Fasad
fil Arz (corruption on earth) serves as a fundamental pillar in Islamic criminal law,
covering severe offenses that disrupt social order, including human trafficking.

%5 Caralin Branscum and Seth Wyatt Fallik, "A content analysis on state human trafficking
statutes: how does the legal system acknowledge survivors in the United States (US)?," Crime, Law
and Social Change 76, no. 2 (2021), https://doi.org/10.1007/s10611-021-09958-x.
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Historically, Islamic jurisprudence has treated human trafficking as a grave crime
warranting severe penalties due to its exploitation of human dignity. In
contemporary legal contexts, the concept can be applied to strengthen anti-
trafficking measures by framing traffickers as perpetrators of systemic corruption,
necessitating  stringent deterrents.  Similarly, Hadd crimes—prescribed
punishments with fixed legal consequences—can be analyzed in relation to
human trafficking when linked to offenses such as forced prostitution or
abduction. By integrating these concepts into existing legal frameworks, Islamic
criminal law offers a justice model that emphasizes both punitive and
rehabilitative mechanisms, addressing gaps in victim protection and legal

enforcement.

The analysis conducted by Harré about the protection of fair trial rights
for those involved in human trafficking is an additional aspect that merits
consideration.Error! Bookmark not defined. The pursuit of justice necessitates
a delicate equilibrium whereby the entitlements of the accused must be carefully
evaluated concerning the entitlements of the victims. The focus on justice and
fairness in Islamic law, as analyzed by Hafizhah, has the potential to improve this
equilibrium.

While Islamic criminal law provides comprehensive mechanisms for
justice and victim protection, it has faced criticism regarding its adaptability within
international human rights frameworks. Concerns have been raised about the
rigidity of Hadd punishments and their alignment with modern human rights
conventions. Additionally, the implementation of Islamic legal principles varies
across jurisdictions, leading to inconsistencies in enforcement. However, these
challenges can be mitigated by integrating Islamic legal concepts with
contemporary human rights frameworks, ensuring that justice is both effective
and aligned with international legal standards.

The case study analysis comprehensively examines the varied reactions
shown by various nations. While several entities had robust and efficient
procedures, others exhibited slower performance, reinforcing the conclusions
drawn in the Trafficking in Persons Report issued by the U.S. Department of
State. Incorporating Islamic legal principles, as emphasized by Antasari and
Sudrajat, can offer further methods to strengthen national initiatives.

The difficult issue of human trafficking can be approached by developing
a thorough plan involving strict laws, effective enforcement, global cooperation,
and prioritizing the needs and rights of victims. The large collection of writings,
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with backing from Islamic legal viewpoints, sheds light on this matter and leads
the path to a more just and empathetic worldwide community.

Conclusion

Human trafficking is often described as a contemporary form of slavery
a gross violation of human rights with challenging complexities that cross
geographical boundaries, cultural contexts and economic systems. Dealing with
such problems requires a holistic multi-front approach to a whole legal system
because the issue needs to be tackled from various fronts including Islamic
criminal law. The results of this study offer important new information regarding
the efficacy of global anti-trafficking initiatives. Bureaucratic inefficiencies,
however, have left loopholes in the fight against trafficking, despite international
agreements and national regulations. This gap highlights the necessity for more
robust and unified efforts to align legislation with its actual execution in society

This individual perspective is what Islamic criminal law has to offer on
this issue. Islamic law, which is based on justice, mercy, and respect for human
dignity, provides structured mechanisms to fight human trafficking. As opposed
to many secular legal systems that are primarily punitive in nature, Islamic law
takes a much broader approach that encompasses victim rehabilitation, offender
accountability and the removal of root causes. This approach better
accommodates justice as something that includes recovery and prevention rather

than simply punishment.

One of the inherent strengths of Islamic law is its comprehensive
conception of justice which includes restorative aspects. In placing the rights and
dignity of victims at the forefront, it offers a far-reaching structure for fighting
trafficking. Qualitative findings of the study provide a stark illustration of the
plight of survivors, who are frequently confronted with interpersonal and
institutional obstacles to obtain their right to justice. The heavy focus of Islamic
law on victim welfare, including therapy, healthcare, and financial support,
reinforces legal networks by making sure of meaningful support.

Human trafficking knows no borders and requires international
cooperation to fight it. The solidarity and cooperation encouraged by Islamic
teachings can strengthen collaboration between states, allowing them to share
best practices and resources to improve their enforcement efforts. Legal
responses have varying levels of effectiveness in different countries, as shown
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through quantitative analysis conducted in this study. The adaptability of Islamic
law could provide dynamic solutions that would counter emerging trends in
trafficking, and therefore, offers a valuable addition towards global anti-
trafficking approaches.

While recognizing the limitations of current legal systems, this study
proposes several concrete policy measures to enhance law enforcement against
human trafficking. Islamic legal principles such as Hisbah—community-driven
regulatory oversight, should be formally integrated into national anti-trafficking
task forces, ensuring localized monitoring and early intervention mechanisms in
high-risk areas. Cross-border legal harmonization between Muslim-majority
countries is critical, particularly through bilateral extradition treaties that prevent

traffickers from exploiting jurisdictional loopholes.

Additionally, to strengthen investigative and prosecutorial efficiency,
governments should adopt specialized anti-trafficking courts modeled after
Malaysia’s Shariah-integrated justice system, where Islamic legal doctrines
complement existing human trafficking statutes. This would ensure swift case
resolution, minimizing victim retraumatization during prolonged legal
proceedings. Furthermore, mandatory financial restitution for victims, aligned
with Islamic obligations on social welfare, should be codified into existing anti-
trafficking laws, ensuring that traffickers not only face punitive measures but also
directly contribute to victim rehabilitation.

Law enforcement training programs should be revised to incorporate
Islamic and human rights-based frameworks, enhancing officers’ ability to handle
trafficking cases with both legal precision and ethical sensitivity. These measures,
in alignment with Islamic legal principles of justice, dignity, and social
responsibility, would contribute to a more effective and humane global anti-
trafficking system. By laying the groundwork for legal structures that embrace its
principles, it results in a more efficient and humane system.
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